
Catherine McKenna, 
Minister of Environment & Climate Change 
Ottawa 

October 19, 2016

Dear Minister McKenna,

Thank you for your letter of October 19, 2016. I appreciate receiving a response to my 
earlier letters and thank you for your commendation of the work of ROCA (Rotterdam 
Convention Alliance) to protect the health and safety of workers and the public.

I do not understand why the Government of Canada is undecided on whether chrysotile 
asbestos should be put on the Rotterdam Convention's list of hazardous substances. 
Chrysotile asbestos is listed as a hazardous substance in Canada by the Canadian 
government. How can chrysotile asbestos be hazardous for Canadians and not hazardous for
populations overseas? This is a double standard that smacks of discrimination and racism.

I request that you please note the following points:

• The Rotterdam Convention's expert scientific committee has repeatedly 

recommended  for the past decade that chrysotile asbestos should be put on the 
Convention's list of hazardous substances.

• The specific purpose of the Rotterdam Convention is to end the double standard 

whereby populations in the global South have less protection and are specially 
subjected to harm from hazardous substances.

• The previous Harper government admitted that the listing of chrysotile asbestos met 

all the requirements of the Convention.

• Health Canada officials recommended to the previous Harper government that it 

support the listing of chrysotile asbestos under the Rotterdam Convention 
(information obtained through Access to Information).

• Canadian "stakeholders", such as Canada's leading health and environmental 

organisations, asbestos victims and trade unions, have repeatedly over the past many
years called on the Canadian government to support the listing of chrysotile asbestos
under the Rotterdam Convention without further delay.

• Canada has played the lead role in preventing the listing of chrysotile asbestos under

the Rotterdam Convention and therefore has a special duty to take a leadership role 
to undo the harm it has caused.

1



• Emergency efforts are currently under way to save the Rotterdam Convention. 

Canada's support and leadership is needed NOW with no further delay.

• The international asbestos lobby (International Chrysotile Association), an 

organisation based in Quebec, is aggressively working to prevent the listing of 
chrysotile asbestos under the Rotterdam Convention.

• As your government well knows, the position of "stakeholders" is very clear and has 

been clear and unchanged for many years.

The Trudeau government did not wait one year and then say it was going to consult with 
stakeholders as to whether the government should support the Kyoto Protocol and take 
action to address climate change. The government acted immediately on the clear 
evidence.

Madam Minister, your government promised to respect scientific evidence and to play a 
positive, leadership role at the United Nations. But on asbestos, your government is 
breaking that promise and doing the opposite. In your letter you state "The Government of 
Canada considers the health and safety of the public to be of paramount importance" and 
"Canada supports the objective of the Rotterdam Convention, which is to protect human 
health and the environment by promoting informed decisions about the import and 
management of certain hazardous chemicals." I respectfully point out that these fine words 
are exactly the words that the previous Harper government expressed. When actions do not
match words, the words become meaningless and deceptive.

I respectfully request on behalf of ROCA and civil society organisations in Canada and 
around the world, that the Government of Canada express its immediate, full and strong 
support for the listing of chrysotile asbestos under the Rotterdam Convention.

We await your reply with much hope.

Respectfully,

Kathleen Ruff

Founder and Co-Coordinator, ROCA (Rotterdam Convention Alliance)

Founder and Director, RightOnCanada.ca
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