
August 19, 2016

Dear Dr. Nicas and members of the JOEH Board of Directors,

Re: Airborne asbestos exposures associated with the installation and removal of roofing products, Jason
T. Lotter, Ben Roberts, John L. Henshaw & Jennifer S. Pierce 

Thank you for your message below.

In our letter of July 28, 2016 we asked that the article be retracted because it is scientifically flawed; 
because it is contaminated by conflict of interest; and because its misinformation serves to cause harm 
to occupational and public health. We referred to the letter submitted by Perry Gottesfeld on July 22, 
2016, which asked the JOEH to retract the article because the article falsely summarizes data that it 
cites, provides misleading information and contradicts some of the key original research that it 
references.

We requested that the JOEH undertake five specific actions to address the serious scientific and ethical 
flaws that were identified. 

Your message of August 19, 2016 omits any reference to the scientific and ethical improprieties that 
were brought to the attention of the JOEH and ignores the requests for action that were submitted. It 
thus covers up the serious issues that have been raised and hides them under a technical matter of 
"miscategorization", inviting the authors to re-submit their article under a different category.

It thus appears that the JOEH Board of Directors is indifferent to and wishes to cover up scientific and 
ethical improprieties that it was asked to address. I certainly hope this is not the case.

We ask that the article be retracted with a statement that it has been retracted because of scientific and 
ethical improprieties and we ask that the JOEH Board of Directors respond to each of the requests we 
submitted.

I think that standards of transparency, clarity and ethics require that the JOEH Board of Directors 
provide a response to the requests that we submitted regarding specific actions to be taken to address 
the scientific and ethical improprieties that were identified.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Ruff


