
To:      Alan Shepard, President and Vice Chancellor
Board of Governors
Concordia University
Montreal, Quebec

November 3, 2015

Dear President Shepard and members of the Board of Governors:

We have received the letter of October 26, 2015 from President Shepard. We are disappointed that 
Concordia has failed to deal seriously and appropriately with our complaint of scientific and ethical 
misconduct.

The secretive, token investigation of its own conduct that Concordia has carried out demonstrates an 
extraordinary level of superficiality. This is in complete contradiction to the President's statement that 
Concordia takes our complaint very seriously. 

The investigation lacks transparency, independence and credibility.

The investigation has ignored our complaint regarding harmful, false information in the report, which 
promotes the use of chrysotile asbestos and states that the scientific evidence supports the use of 
chrysotile asbestos. The report puts forward dangerous misinformation, claiming that exposure to high 
levels of chrysotile asbestos (ten times higher than is legally permitted in Canada, the European Union 
and the United States) causes no harm to health.

This is not an abstract matter. The false information put forward in Concordia's report will cause harm 
and loss of life, particularly in the global South, where the asbestos industry continues to sell close to 
two million tons of chrysotile asbestos every year, claiming it is a product that can be safely used. The 
report has been widely circulated as purportedly a reputable report, commissioned, funded, approved 
and published by Concordia University. The report will certainly help the asbestos industry to sell 
asbestos. 

It is shameful, in our opinion, that Concordia is allowing its reputation to be used to promote false 
information to help sell asbestos and harm populations overseas.

The only feeble action that Concordia has taken is to stop promoting the report on its website and to 
admit that it was "inadequate" conduct on the part of Concordia not to disclose that the author of the 
report, John Aylen, a lecturer at Concordia, served as a consultant for the asbestos industry. Concordia 
has made a vague statement that it will deal more adequately with conflict of interest matters in the 
future.

The token action Concordia has taken to address the wrong-doing we have documented demonstrates, 
in our opinion, irresponsibility and a lack of ethics. Concordia has taken no action whatsoever to reject 
the dangerous, false information it has published or to address any of the serious concerns that we 
raised in our letters of July 24 and July 27, 2015 to President Shepard and our letters of August 5 and 
September 14, 2015 to President Shepard and to the Board of Governors.
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We bring to your attention an editorial in the British Medical Journal (BMJ), "A major failure of 
scientific governance" (http://www.bmj.com/content/351/bmj.h5694), which condemns the failure of 
Memorial University to take proper action to address false information put forward in an article by one 
of its academics. The BMJ has retracted the article by the Memorial University academic and is calling 
for an independent investigation so that lessons may be learned and wrongdoing avoided in the future.

In our opinion, this BMJ editorial is relevant to the failure to date of Concordia University to take 
responsible action in the face of false information the University has published, that violates academic 
standards and that causes societal harm.

* We call on Concordia to retract the report.

* We call on Concordia to carry out a credible, independent and transparent investigation so that 
Concordia can regain the trust and respect of the public. 

We ask that the Board of Governors be given the letter we sent to them on August 5, 2015, as well as 
this current letter. We believe that the failure, to date, of Concordia to uphold the academic and ethical 
integrity of the university is a serious matter and that the Board of Governors has a responsibility to 
address it.

We look forward to receiving the response of the President and the Board of Governors.

Sincerely,

KATHLEEN RUFF, senior human rights adviser, Rideau Institute, Ottawa; author, Exporting Harm: 
how Canada Markets Asbestos to the Developing World

DR. FERNAND TURCOTTE, MD, MPH, FRCPC, Professor Emeritus of Public Health and 
Preventive Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Université Laval, Québec 

DR. PIERRE GOSSELIN, MD, MPH, Head, WHO-PAHO Collaborating Center on Environmental 
and Occupational Health Impact Assessment and Surveillances, Québec

DR JOHN R. KEYSERLINGK, MD, MSc, FRCS(C), FACS, Director, Medicine & Surgical 
Oncology, Ville Marie Oncology Center, Montreal, Quebec

DR. ABBY LIPPMAN, PhD, Professor Emerita, Department of Epidemiology, Biostatistics, and 
Occupational Health, McGill University; Research Associate, Simone de Beauvoir Institute, Concordia 
University, Montréal, Québec

DR. ÉRIC NOTEBAERT, MD, Associate Professor of Medicine, Université de Montréal, Québec; 
director, Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment, Canada

DR. MICHELINE BEAUDRY, PhD, professeure retraitée de nutrition publique (Université Laval); 
Commission santé, conditions de vie et services sociaux, Québec solidaire, Québec
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DR. LOUISE VANDELAC, PhD, Professeure titulaire, Institut des sciences de l’environnement et 
Département de sociologie, Université du Québec à Montréal, Québec

DR. YV BONNIER-VIGER, MD, MSc, MM, CMSQ, FRCPC, Médecin spécialiste en santé publique 
et médecine préventive; Professeur-directeur du Département de médecine sociale et préventive de la 
Faculté de Médecine de l'Université Laval, Québec

DR. BENOÎT GINGRAS, MD, Msc, médecin-conseil, Direction de santé publique Chaudière-
Appalaches; Département de médecine communautaire, CH affilié universitaire de Lévis,
Sainte-Marie, Québec

DR. BRUCE P. LANPHEAR, MD, MPH, Professor, Faculty of Health Sciences, Simon Fraser 
University, Burnaby, BC

DR. COLIN L. SOSKOLNE, Professor Emeritus, University of Alberta, Edmonton; Adjunct 
Professor [July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2016], Faculty of Health, University of Canberra, Australia; Chair, 
International Joint Policy Committee of the Societies of Epidemiology (IJPC-SE); Fellow, Collegium 
Ramazzini, Italy

NOTE: Titles and affiliations are given for identification purposes only.
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