
 
 
 
 
Dr. Margaret Chan 
Director General 
World Health Organization 
 
March 9, 2015 
 
 
Dear Dr. Chan, 
 
Boundaries: entities with which WHO will not engage 
 
We support the decision of the World Health Organization (WHO) Executive Board on 
Boundaries: entities with which WHO will not engage, taken at its meeting of December 15, 
2014, confirming that the WHO should not engage with the tobacco and arms industries.i 
 
We request that the WHO adopt the same policy towards the asbestos industry. 
 
All of the reasons for refusing to engage with the tobacco industry apply to the asbestos 
industry: 
 

 It is a deadly industry that causes unnecessary deaths. 
 

 The asbestos industry works to defeat the efforts of the WHO to stop the use of asbestos 
and instead seeks to increase use of asbestos in order to increase its profits. 

 

 Just as is true for the tobacco industry, overwhelming evidence shows that asbestos 
companies have repeatedly and systematically interfered with legitimate scientific 
research, and repeatedly used industry-funded scientists and their industry-facilitated 
findings to deceive consumers and undermine public health. 

 

 Just as is true for the tobacco industry, the asbestos industry uses lobbyists and 
disreputable tactics to undermine and subvert national and international efforts to stop 
the use of asbestos. 
 

 The asbestos industry repeatedly puts out false information claiming that the WHO 
supports the use of chrysotile asbestos.ii 

 
 The asbestos industry threatens scientists who speak up about harm caused by chrysotile 

asbestos. 
 

 The asbestos lobby launches personal attacks on WHO officials who are simply promoting 
the WHO policy to stop all use of asbestos.iii 
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The International Chrysotile Association (ICA) is the lobby group for the global asbestos 
industry. It continues to put out deadly misinformation and to attack the WHO’s efforts to stop 
asbestos use.iv The corrupting and corrosive impact of the ICA on national and international 
public health policy will cause more people, particularly in Asia, to die from asbestos-related 
diseases. 
 
The evidence is clear that it is inappropriate, counter-productive and harmful for the WHO to 
engage with the asbestos industry or individuals or organisations representing the interests of 
the asbestos industry.  
 
We respectfully request that the WHO place the asbestos industry on its list of entities with 
which the WHO will not engage, along with the tobacco and the arms industries. 
 
We look forward to receiving your response as soon as possible. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
NOTE: Titles and affiliations are given for identification purposes only. 
 
 
 
Philip J. Landrigan, MD, MSc, FAAP, Dean for Global Health, Ethel H. Wise Professor and 
Chairman Department of Preventive Medicine, Professor of Pediatrics, Director, Children's 
Environmental Health Center, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, New York, USA; 
President, Collegium Ramazzini 

  
Kathleen Ruff, Senior Human Rights Adviser, Rideau Institute, Canada; Director, 
RightOnCanada.ca 
 

 
Colin L. Soskolne, Professor Emeritus, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada; Adjunct 
Professor [July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2016], Faculty of Health, University of Canberra, Australia; 
Chair, International Joint Policy Committee of the Societies of Epidemiology (IJPC-SE)  

                                                      
i Framework of engagement with non-State actors, Report by the Secretariat, Executive Board, EB 136/5, 15 
December 2014, http://www.who.int/about/who_reform/non-state-actors/en/. 
ii See, for example, Zimbabwe Chrysotile Position Paper, Zimbabwe National Chrysotile Taskforce, 
http://www.rightoncanada.ca/?p=2661. 
iii International Chrysotile Association, WHO Activists Are Doing Very Little To Support WHA Decision, 
http://www.chrysotileassociation.com/data/ica_answers_science.pdf 
iv A review of the WHO’s document on the adverse health effects of exposure to asbestos and WHO's 
recommendations on the prevention of asbestos-related diseases, D.M. Bernstein, ICA website, 
http://www.chrysotile.com/documents/A%20review%20of%20the%20WHOs%20document%20on%20the%20adverse%20h
ealth%20effects%20of%20exposure%20to%20asbestos_f.pdf 
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